UNDERSTANDING THE ONE STORY OF SCRIPTURE
Week 3 — The Lamb of God Throughout Scripture
September 22, 2026

L’Shanah Tovah! Greet your Jewish friends, neighbors, Jewish people whom you meet in the
grocery store, in delicatessens.... L’Shanah Tovah - — “May you have a good year!” The Jewish
year is 5787. Jewish people recently celebrated “Rosh Hashanah” which began at sundown on
September 11t through to sundown on September 13th,

High Holy Days: Rosh Hashanah which is the Feast of Trumpets in the Hebrew
Scriptures (Lev. 23:23-25) looks toward Yom Kippur — the Day of Atonement...sundown on
September 20th. At Yom Kippur Jewish people seek to make amends with God so that, if their
good deeds outweigh their bad deeds, God might give them another physical year of life. They
are not addressing eternal life at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in Rabbinic Judaism teaching.

The celebration of the Fall Feasts begins with the Lamb of God on the first day of Rosh
Hashanah! Who is the Lamb of God? JESUS!

The Jewish people were the ones looking for the Messiah...because God had promised the Jewish
people the Messiah! The first believers in Jesus were Jewish. The early church was primarily
Jewish. Pentecost occurred on a Jewish holiday...the Feast of Weeks (Lev. 23:15-21).

When we turn from the last book in the OT, Malachi — to the first book in the NT — to Matthew
1:1 - This is the book of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the Son of David, the Son of
Abraham. We’re reading in the first book in the NT the continuation of the story from the OT.

Matthew 3...we’re going to visit the Jordan River. In Matthew 3 Jesus is preparing to announce

Himself to Israel. Jesus’ relative, John...John the Baptizer/the Immerser...has been preparing the
way for Jesus, the Messiah (Isa. 40:3). We’re told in Matthew 3:5-6 that people from Jerusalem,
and ALL Judea, and ALL the region around Jordan went to the Jordan River to hear John the

Baptizer. Immersion into water was nothing new to Jewish people. Immersion was part of the
Jewish purification rites which we find in Lev. 15.

Matt. 3:13 — “Then Jesus came”! Jesus walked from Nazareth in Galilee to the Jordan
River — a distance of 60+ miles. He was on a timetable — GOD’S timetable. AND, He was
EXPECTED!

What does John the Baptizer proclaim when he sees Jesus? We find John’s very pointed
proclamation in the Gospel of John — John 1:29 - “Behold the Lamb of God Who takes away the
sin of the world.” John is telling his people - Here He is!! Here is the One for Whom you’ve
been waiting! Here is the One God promised to us!!! They understood! WHY?

“How am I reading the Bible?”” As we’ve read the gospels of Matthew and John, have we
realized that these verses/passages...most of the chapters are speaking of Jewish people?

If you were Jewish in Jesus’ day and you heard John make this declaration as he
pointed to Jesus. . . YOU KNEW! The Jewish people had heard about the lamb throughout their
history. They read about the lamb in Scripture. Jewish people knew full well about lambs.



Lambs were sacrificed in the Temple to cover sin! For 1500 years, Jewish people brought lambs
to the Temple to be sacrificed for their sin. The lambs died in their place. In John the

Immerser’s day, the Lamb wasn’t a new thought to the Jewish people. Where does God first

introduce the Lamb? In Genesis! In Gen. 4, we’re told that Abel was a keeper of sheep. We’re
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further told that Abel brought of the firstborn of his flock — as an offering to the Lord. Abel

sacrificed a lamb.

In Genesis 22 the story unfolds further and we’re given more details regarding Abraham’s
near sacrifice of Isaac. Gen. 22 is read in synagogues the first day of Rosh Hashanah! The
message of Gen. 22 is the account of a father taking his son, his only son whom he loved, to a
specific mountain region to sacrifice him! The first time we see the word “love” in Scripture is
in Genesis 22. And this chapter, Gen. 22, is read in synagogues on Rosh Hashanah — the Jewish
New Year!!!!

After Abraham and Sarah waited for the son whom God had promised...Isaac...for 25
years...then God told Abraham to kill this son?? God had promised to make a great nation of
Abraham...through physical descendants! Sarah was barren. BUT GOD promised. After 25
years — [saac was born! AND NOW God is telling Abraham to kill his son?

How amazing that we read of NO RESISTANCE on Abraham’s part!

In Gen. 22 we read that after God instructed Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt
offering, Abraham awakened the next day...EARLY...to begin the trek with Isaac to the region of
Mt. Moriah...to place Isaac on an altar and to kill him!! Abraham offered no resistance. In the
book of Hebrews we’re given insight into Abraham’s thinking. .. In Heb. 11:19 we read that
Abraham concluded that God was ABLE to raise Isaac up, even from the dead!!

Gen. 22:6-8 - So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son
(who carried the wood), and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went
together. On the way up the mountain, Isaac asked his father, “Father, we have the wood and the
fire — but what about the sacrifice? Where’s the sacrifice?”

In Gen. 22:8 — the English from the Hebrew translation reads - And Abraham said, ‘My
son, God will provide HIMSELF the lamb for a burnt offering.” God will provide HIMSELF!
God promised a LAMB. . .and He promised that HE, GOD, would be the lamb who would be the
sacrifice for sin — a substitutionary sacrifice.

Abraham obeyed God’s instructions. And, on the mountain, Abraham bound Isaac and
laid him on the altar. Abraham stretched out his hand, he took the knife to slay his son. ...AND
the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven and said, “Do not lay your hand on the
lad. . . for now I know that you fear God since you have not withheld your son, your only son,
from Me.” Abraham lifted his eyes and looked and behind him was a RAM caught in the
thicket. A ram takes Isaac’s place on the altar!? What about the lamb? A lamb had been
promised!!!

This lamb about which God spoke to Abraham — is THE Lamb to come. We have the
PROMISE of a future Lamb. The Jewish people KNEW that THE Lamb that would be
sacrificed in their place was yet to come. And so they WAITED.




That Lamb was reintroduced - in Exodus 12. In Exodus 12 we read of the first Passover in
Egypt. God provided a lamb for each family/for each household (Ex. 12:3-5). Scripture is very
pointed in telling us that there is a lamb provided according to each man’s need. Ex. 12 speaks
of a PERSONAL lamb from a PERSONAL God for each man’s PERSONAL need — deliverance,
rescue...looking forward to forgiveness!

What happened at the first Passover in Egypt? A lamb was brought into each home — and the
lambs lived with the families for four days — the families scrutinized the lambs to make sure they
were spotless/without blemish. God then told the people to KILL the lambs that were spotless
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(Dt. 15:21 - they couldn’t be lame, blind, or have any serious defects). God told the people to
smear the blood of the lamb on the lintel and on the doorposts of each home. For those who
applied the lamb’s blood, the firstborn in the home was not killed, and God delivered them out of
bondage to slavery and directed them to the land of promise. What a graphic picture of salvation
...and the blood of Jesus on the cross.

In Genesis, Exodus, as God unfolded His story...we read of countless lambs being
sacrificed to cover sin...while the people WAITED for THE Lamb of God Who would come to
TAKE AWAY sin.

How would the people recognize THE Lamb for Whom they waited? God told them!!!
In Isaiah 53, written 700-800 years before Jesus...THE Lamb is IDENTIFIED...the Messiah Who
would be crucified. Isa. 53:5-7 - But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised

for our iniquities, the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are
healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way,

And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7...He was led as a lamb to the slaughter,
The Lamb of God is Jesus — the Messiah. Isaiah 53 in the Hebrew Scriptures identifies HIM!

This Lamb of God came for the world. There is no other name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12). Salvation is through the Messiah Jesus alone
for Jew and Gentile!

In Rev. 22:1, 3 we read the words of the Apostle John who was given the revelation of

Jesus. John wrote — And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.... 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. "’

We will have the LAMB OF GOD for all ETERNITY!!
All eternity.... my mind goes to the NEW JERUSALEM about which we read in Rev. 21,
following the Millennial Kingdom. In the New Jerusalem there will be 12 gates — EACH gate is
a single pearl...1400 miles in height. These pearl gates allow the suffering of the Lamb of God
to live on eternally. And, for all eternity, we shall never forget!

John Phillips wrote re: the New Jerusalem and the gates of pearl (Rev. 21:21)...Precious gems are
metals or stones...but a pearl is a gem formed within an oyster. The only one formed by living
flesh.



The humble oyster receives an irritation or a wound — and around the offending article
that has penetrated and hurt it, the oyster builds a pearl. The pearl, we might say, is the answer
of the oyster to that which injured it. The glory land is God’s answer in Jesus to mankind who
crucified heaven’s Beloved and put Him to open shame. How like God to make the gates of the
New Jerusalem a pearl.

The saints as they come and go, will forever be reminded as they pass through the gates
of glory that access to God’s home is only because of Calvary. What gigantic suffering is
symbolized by those enormous gates of pearl. Throughout the endless ages we will be reminded
of the IMMENSITY of the suffering of the Messiah.

Those pearls hung eternally at the access routes to glory will remind us forever of the
One Who hung on a tree. And, His answer to those who injured Him is to invite them to share
His home — FOREVER!

We shall never forget that HE is the reason why we are here.”

QUESTIONS

What was new to you in these OT passages about Jesus?

What did you learn for the first time from this lesson?

Has any part of this lesson impacted you personally? If so, in what way?

Has Jesus and His suffering and His finished work on the cross become more personal?
How would you share these passages with a Jewish person?

SUGGESTED HOMEWORK
Reread Week 3’s handout with the Bible references.
Pray about sharing these Scriptures with at least one Jewish person.

Would it be easier to share with a Jewish person if you put the Scripture in a different order? t
would that look like?




